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Introduction 
Generally, there are several types of literacy: functional, 

linguistic, digital, mathematical, social, scientific, technological, 
financial, environmental, health, statistical, cultural and other. 
Mostly, it is considered to be essential when a consistent approach 
to general comprehension is required. Often it is not enough to 
understand a denotative of an expression in a certain studied field 
but it is crucial to understand further context and utilise it in practical 
life. Considerably, reading literacy is existential and essential life 
competence of every educated individual. Any other literacy 
development is impossible without a solid base of reading literacy. 
Throughout all generations, pre-schoolers, school age children, 
students, seniors, fostering of reading literacy is required. Also a 
wide variety of professions, a wide spectrum of life, leisure, work, 
culture, economics, healthcare, and various environments, school, 
family, working places, require significantly high level of reading 
literacy.  

Without any doubts the role of a teacher is one of the crucial 
roles within reading literacy development in the school environment. 

 
communicative competence, their reading skills, reading behaviour, 
interests, attitudes, motivation to reading and achieved knowledge. 
Although these are significant aspects of foreign language 
acquisition as a part of linguistic competence, also it is necessary to 
utilise them in various social communication situations, both, at 
schools and out of its borders. Furthermore, it is essential to create 
environment of free language production, information processing, 
reading literacy and ability to use appropriate arguments, as well as 
lead the students to active engaged learning within the school 
environment. Considering the content and methods, it is also 
important to use innovative methods of teaching, utilise a wide 
variety of educational sources, information technologies, manipulate 
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with interrupted reading materials such as maps or graphs in the 
school setting (www.minedu.sk).   

This monograph brings research results of the project carried 
out by the team from Constantine the Philosopher University 
supported by the Slovak Agency for Science and Development titled 
Reading Literacy Development in Mother Tongue and Foreign 
Language (APVV- Slovak Research and Development Agency 
under the contract number 17-0071). The focus of this monograph 
is social aspect of reading literacy development within the project 
research. The aim was to gather data about reading literacy of 
various age groups, from elementary education to secondary 
education students. Although mostly the quantitative approach of 
research has been applied and the research data from the students of 
the selected schools have been gathered also a focus group, specific 
qualitative method research tool, was carried out in January 2020. 
The main attention was paid to the results gathered from the selected 
sample of the teachers-participants. The research results of the other 
aspects of the research will be published in the following 
publications. 

The first chapter of this monograph is focussed on the school 
system of foreign language learning within Slovakia and selected 
parts of Europe and analysis of the teacher-student relationships. As 
Li-Xu&QiYang (2019) explained, the teacher-student relationship is 
vital in the process of education and also it is the key to further 
academic, social and emotional development of students. However, 
the teacher-students relationships are still a child and an adult 
relationships pointing to certain type of responsibility in such 
pedagogical relationship. (Abun&Magallanes, 2018). 

The second chapter of the monograph displays the empirical 
data acquired from the results of the project. School system in 
Slovakia and the notion of literacy, specifically reading literacy, was 
defined in the second chapter. Although the main focus of the 
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authors within the project was reading literacy of the students-
participants, it was considered equally important to discuss reading 
literacy of the teachers-participants as they contribute greatly to the 
process of socialisation and thus, the process of development of 
reading literacy of their students. Reading literacy of the Slovak 
teachers was compared from two different points of view, first it was 
compared with reading literacy of the selected number of the 
European teachers, secondly, reading literacy of the Slovak teachers 
was compared with reading literacy of other selected professions 
through the means of secondary data analysis (PIAAC, Programme 
for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies). The 
results of the focus group analysis and their interpretation are also a 
part of the second chapter. The aim of the focus group was to analyse 
views of teachers about school system of language education and 
approach of their students to the system, to foreign languages, and 
also the influence of mass media on reading literacy.  

In the third chapter, the main emphasis is put on selected 
socialising aspects of reading behaviour, such as family, peers, and 
influence of media. Indeed, as the results show, these factors 
contribute to reading behaviour of the students immensely.  
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